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Kennedy Leaves 
The Door Op en 


“I WILL NOT accept if 
nominated and will not 
serve if elected.” Those 
were the unequivocal words 
of Gen. William Tecumseh- 
Sherman when the Republi- 
cans were trying to draft a 
military hero as their candi- 
date. Very few politicians 
have had the courage to 
shut the door so irrevocably 
against the knocking of 
hope, however faint. 

If Sen. Edward F. Ken- 
nedy were to make such a 
statement, the murky, con- 
fused picture of the Demo- 
cratic rivals would be 
greatly clarified. Instead, 
when pressed on the, matter 
of his own possible candi- 
dacy he has equivocated, de- 
nying any intention of run- 
ning and yet leaving the 
door just slightly ajar. 

THE RESULT is to in- 1 
crease the uncertainty over 
the outcome of the Demo- 
cratic convention next year, 
with the lurking suspicion 
that in the event of a dead- 
lock Kennedy is bound to be 
the nominee. This talk is 
more and more frequently 
heard. Republican politi- 
cians concerned about Presi- 
dent Nixon’s reelection 
shake their heads with 
mixed emotions. Could this 
young man be elected Presi- 
dent with the memory of the 
tragic misadventure of 
Chappaquidick Island and 
its troubled aftermath still 
green? Yes, the gloomier 
oldsters in the GOP say, 
having in mind the magic of 
the Kennedy name. 

As to his comparative 
youth — he is 39 — that cuts 
both ways. The polls show 
that most of the l8-to-21- . 
year-olds hot only have no 
memory of Chappaquidick, 
but if the name does mean 
something they consider the 
incident irrelevant to the 
question of Kennedy’s fit- 
ness to be President. While 
older voters have a different 
attitude, the young — two- 
thirds of whom are register- 
ing as Democrats — may de- 
cide the election. 


THERE IS an. even more 


serious reason why he should 
forego 1972. That is the dark 
shadow of tragedy hanging 
over the Kennedy family. 
The Washington Post re- 
ported recently that the 
Massachusetts senator gets 
more assassination threats 
than anyone except the 
President. The murder of 
Robert Kennedy occurred 
little more than three years 
ago and his assassin, Sirhan 
Sirhan, still sits in death 
row in.that prison of infinite 
horrors, San Quentin. 

What puts a point to this 
is that four to six more 


years in the Senate would . 
establish Kennedy as one of : 
the hblest and outstanding ' 
men in that body. He has al-. 
ready taken the lead in two ; 
of the most-neglected areas, 
and with an able staff he 
has brought to wide public - 
attention issues vital to 
America’s position at home •• 
and abroad. 

One is medical care. The 
series of hearings he has 
held in various parts of the’ . 
country have made abun- . 
dantly clear two , things.. . 
First is the inadequacy of . 
the Nixon administration’s 
program. The second, ob- 
vious enough as it should- 
be, is the woeful lack of. 
proper medical care for mil- 
lions of Americans. The ’ 
Kennedy subcommittee has 
thoroughly explored the rea- 
sons for the wretched defi- ■ 
ciencies in whole regions. . s 
THE SECOND service' ■ 
Kennedy has performed is- , 
through his Committee on 
Refugees to make known’ 
the plight of the hundreds •• 
of thousands of Vietnamese 
who have been wounded and 
maimed, driven out of their 
farms and villages and left 
to subsist . in . miserable 
camps. During the congres- 
sional recess Kennedy flew 
to India for a firsthand sur- 
vey of the plight of the Ben- - 
galis — ■ perhaps as many as ..' 
8,000,000— who fled from 
East Pakstian when the 
. West Pakistan army adopted v 
a scorched-earth policy in , 
putting down an alleged re- 
volt. 

The statements Kennedy 
made while in India served : 
to increase what had been 
the all-too-little awareness • 
of perhaps the greatest mass 
tragedy of this century, with 
more to come in famine and 
death unless far more help- 
comes from the Western 
powers. ' 

Underscoring the suspi-, , 
cion of the senator’s ulti-' ’ 
mate intentions are the ded- , 
icated Kennedyites, many of ’ . 
whom are to be found in the i 
camp of Sen. George Me- - 
Govern, the .only avowed . 
candidate for the presiden- 
tial nomination. For all the ’ 
denials repeatedly put out,. - 
they are regarded as merely - , 
waiting the moment when, 
they can shift to the surviv- , J 
ing member of the family to 
whom their devotion is ’ 
given. Many of them are 
able, brilliant even. But this 
is not 1960 nor is it 1968. 
The magic of the days when 
these younger men consid- 
ered themselves assigned to 
be the movers and shakers 
of a new era cannot be re- . 
created in another Kennedy 



